
IDB Interior design Business 

pg. 1 

 

INDEX  

Welcome to the design world.  

How this course will help your future career / lifestyle. 

Be excited even if it gets though. 

Let’s get started!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IDB Interior design Business 

pg. 2 

Welcome to the design world 

 

Welcome to our online interior design course! We are thrilled to have you join us on this exciting 

journey of exploring the world of interior design. 

Our course is designed to provide you with a comprehensive understanding of the principles and 

practices of interior design. Whether you are an aspiring designer looking to pursue a career in the 

field, or simply have a passion for decorating and want to enhance your skills, this course is for you. 

Throughout the course, you will learn about the key elements of interior design, including space 

planning, colour theory, lighting, furniture selection, and more. You will also explore different design 

styles and trends and develop your own unique design style. 

Our course is taught by industry professionals with years of experience in the field, who are 

passionate about sharing their knowledge and expertise with you. You will have access to a wealth 

of resources, including instructional videos, articles, and assignments, that will help you build your 

skills and knowledge. 

We believe that learning should be engaging and interactive, which is why we have designed our 

course to be highly interactive. You will have the opportunity to connect with other students, share 

ideas and insights, and receive feedback on your work. 

By the end of this course, you will have a solid foundation in interior design and be ready to apply 

your skills to your own projects or pursue a career in the field. We are excited to have you as a part 

of our community and can't wait to see the amazing designs you create! 
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DB course can be extremely helpful for your future career in the following ways: 

Business Knowledge: The course will provide you with a comprehensive understanding of the 

business aspects of interior design, including marketing, client management, pricing, and financial 

management. This knowledge is essential for running a successful interior design business. 

Professional Development: The course will help you develop the skills necessary to succeed in the 

interior design industry, including communication, problem-solving, and creative thinking. These 

skills are highly sought after by employers and clients alike. 

Networking Opportunities: The course will provide you with opportunities to connect with other 

professionals in the industry, including instructors and fellow students. This networking can lead to 

potential job opportunities or collaborations in the future. 

Competitive Advantage: With the skills and knowledge gained from the course, you will have a 

competitive advantage over other designers who lack business training. You will be better equipped 

to market yourself, manage clients, and run a successful design business. 

Flexibility: An online interior design business course provides the flexibility to learn at your own pace 

and on your own schedule, allowing you to balance your coursework with other commitments such 

as work or family. 

Professional Credibility: Completing an accredited online interior design business course can 

enhance your professional credibility and demonstrate to clients and employers that you are 

committed to the industry and continuously improving your skills and knowledge. 

In conclusion, an online interior design business course can provide you with the necessary skills, 

knowledge, and competitive advantage to succeed in the interior design industry and advance your 

career. 
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Staying motivated and excited about any online course can be challenging, especially when the 

coursework becomes challenging or overwhelming. Here are some tips to help you stay motivated 

and engaged throughout the course: 

Set Goals: Set achievable goals for each week or module of the course. This will give you a sense of 

progress and accomplishment as you work through the coursework. 

Stay Organized: Keep track of your assignments and deadlines in a planner or online calendar. This 

will help you stay on top of your coursework and avoid falling behind. 

Connect with Other Students: Join discussion forums or social media groups related to the course to 

connect with other students. You can share your experiences, ask questions, and receive support 

from your peers. 

Take Breaks: It's important to take breaks and step away from the coursework when you need to. 

This will help you recharge and come back to the course with a fresh perspective. 

Stay Inspired: Look for inspiration outside of the coursework. Follow design blogs, visit design 

websites, and attend design events to stay inspired and motivated. 

Seek Support: If you are struggling with the coursework or feeling overwhelmed, don't hesitate to 

reach out to your instructor or the course support team. They can provide guidance and support to 

help you stay on track. 

Remember, learning a new skill takes time and effort, but staying motivated and excited about the 

coursework can help you achieve your goals and succeed in the interior design industry. 
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What does Interior design means? 

 

Interior design is the art and science of enhancing the interior spaces of a building to create a 

functional, comfortable, and aesthetically pleasing environment. It involves designing spaces that 

are not only visually appealing but also meet the needs and preferences of the people who will be 

using them. 

Interior design encompasses a range of elements, including colour schemes, lighting, furniture, 

flooring, textiles, and accessories. Designers work to create cohesive and harmonious spaces that 

reflect the personality and style of the client while also considering the practical considerations of 

the space, such as traffic flow and the function of each area. 

The goal of interior design is to create spaces that are both functional and beautiful, and that meet 

the specific needs and preferences of the client. Whether designing a residential home, commercial 

space, or public building, interior designers must consider a range of factors, including the available 

space, budget, materials, and the goals and preferences of the client. 

Overall, interior design is a multifaceted discipline that requires both creativity and technical 

expertise. It involves creating spaces that are not only aesthetically pleasing but also functional, 

comfortable, and sustainable. 
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When interior design has been started? 

Interior design has been around for thousands of years, dating back to ancient civilizations such as 

the Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans. These cultures used interior design to create beautiful and 

functional spaces for living, worship, and commerce. 

However, the modern profession of interior design as we know it today emerged in the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries. The Industrial Revolution brought about a new era of design, with new 

materials and technologies allowing for greater innovation in interior design. 

The field of interior design gained recognition as a profession in the early 20th century, with the 

establishment of professional organizations such as the American Society of Interior Designers (ASID) 

in 1975. Today, interior design is a rapidly growing profession, with designers working in a range of 

industries and settings, including residential, commercial, and hospitality design. 
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What’s the Design bases and foundations to mould our design with it? 

There are several principles and elements that designers use to create a cohesive and visually 

pleasing space. Here are some of the most important ones: 

Elements of Interior Design: 

Space:  

Space refers to the physical area within a room or building, and it is one of the most fundamental 

elements in interior design. Designers use space to create flow and movement within a room, and to 

define different areas and functions. 

In interior design, space is one of the most fundamental elements that designers work with. Space 

refers to the physical area within a room or building, and it can be defined and manipulated in a 

variety of ways to create a specific atmosphere and function. 

There are three types of space that designers consider when working with interior design: 

Positive Space: Positive space refers to the physical area within a room or building that is occupied 

by objects or furnishings. 

Negative Space: Negative space, also known as "empty space", refers to the areas within a room or 

building that are left unoccupied. Negative space is important because it can help to balance the 

positive space and create a sense of visual interest and depth. 

Transitional Space: Transitional space refers to the areas within a room or building that connect 

different spaces or areas together. Examples of transitional spaces include hallways, stairways, and 

foyers. 

Designers use space to create flow and movement within a room, and to define different areas and 

functions. They can manipulate space through various techniques such as furniture arrangement, 

colour, lighting, and textures. For example, a designer may use colour to make a small space feel 

larger, or lighting to create a sense of intimacy in a large space. 

Ultimately, the way that space is used and manipulated in interior design can greatly impact the 

overall look and feel of a room, and it's an essential element to consider when designing a space. 
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Line:  

Line is the visual path that the eye follows when looking at a design. Lines can be straight or curved, 

vertical or horizontal, and they can be used to create a sense of movement or direction within a 

space. 

In interior design, line refers to the visual path that the eye follows when looking at a design. Lines 

can be straight or curved, vertical or horizontal, and they can be used to create a sense of movement 

or direction within a space. Lines are one of the most basic elements of design, and they can be 

found in everything from architectural details to furniture and decorative objects. 

There are several types of lines that designers use in interior design: 

Vertical lines: Vertical lines are lines that run up and down, and they can be used to create a sense of 

height and strength within a space. Examples of vertical lines in interior design include tall 

bookshelves, columns, and curtains. 

Horizontal lines: Horizontal lines are lines that run from side to side, and they can be used to create 

a sense of calm and stability within a space. Examples of horizontal lines in interior design include 

long, low furniture pieces such as sofas and tables. 

Diagonal lines: Diagonal lines are lines that run at an angle, and they can be used to create a sense of 

movement and energy within a space. Examples of diagonal lines in interior design include staircases 

and slanted ceilings. 

Curved lines: Curved lines are lines that are rounded or curved, and they can be used to create a 

sense of softness and fluidity within a space. Examples of curved lines in interior design include 

arched doorways, rounded furniture pieces, and curved walls. 

Designers use lines to create a sense of visual interest and movement within a space, and they can 

be used to draw attention to specific areas or elements within a room. By using different types of 

lines, designers can create different moods and atmospheres within a space, and can tailor the 

design to the needs and preferences of the client. 

 



IDB Interior design Business 

pg. 10 

Form: 

 Form refers to the shape and structure of objects within a room. Designers use form to create visual 

interest and balance within a space. 

 

In interior design, form refers to the shape and structure of objects within a space. Forms can be 

three-dimensional or two-dimensional, and they can be simple or complex. Forms can be used to 

create visual interest and balance within a space, and they can be manipulated in a variety of ways 

to create different effects. 

Designers use form to create visual interest and balance within a space, and they can manipulate 

form through various techniques such as furniture selection, architectural details, and decorative 

objects. For example, a designer may use a mix of geometric and organic forms in a space to create a 

sense of balance and harmony, or they may use abstract forms to create a sense of whimsy and 

playfulness. 

Ultimately, the way that form is used and manipulated in interior design can greatly impact the 

overall look and feel of a room, and it's an important element to consider when designing a space. 

 

There are several types of forms that designers use in interior design: 

Geometric forms: Geometric forms are forms that are made up of straight lines and angles, such as 

squares, circles, and triangles. Geometric forms are often used to create a sense of structure and 

order within a space. 
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Organic forms: Organic forms are forms that are irregular and asymmetrical, such as the shapes 

found in nature. Organic forms are often used to create a sense of fluidity and movement within a 

space. 

 

Abstract forms: Abstract forms are forms that are not easily recognizable or representational of any 

specific object or concept. Abstract forms are often used to create a sense of ambiguity and mystery 

within a space. 
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Texture: Texture refers to the surface quality of materials within a space. Designers use texture to 

create depth and interest, and to add tactile appeal to a room. 

 

In interior design, texture refers to the surface quality of an object or material, and it can be used to 

create visual interest and depth within a space. Texture can be perceived through touch or sight, and 

it can be used to create a sense of warmth, comfort, or contrast within a space. 

There are several types of textures that designers use in interior design: 

Visual texture: Visual texture refers to the appearance of a surface, and it can be used to create a 

sense of depth and complexity within a space. Examples of visual textures include patterns, prints, 

and surface finishes such as wallpaper or tile. 

Tactile texture: Tactile texture refers to the physical feel of a surface, and it can be used to create a 

sense of warmth and comfort within a space. Examples of tactile textures include soft fabrics such as 

velvet or fur, and rough surfaces such as natural stone or brick. 

Active texture: Active texture refers to texture that changes over time, such as the way that sunlight 

creates patterns of light and shadow on a surface throughout the day. 

Designers use texture to create a sense of visual interest and contrast within a space, and they can 

manipulate texture through various techniques such as material selection, pattern choice, and 

lighting. For example, a designer may use a mix of tactile textures such as soft fabrics and rough 

surfaces to create a sense of balance and contrast within a space. 

Ultimately, the way that texture is used and manipulated in interior design can greatly impact the 

overall look and feel of a room, and it's an important element to consider when designing a space. 

 

 

 



IDB Interior design Business 

pg. 13 

Color: Color is a powerful tool in interior design, and it can be used to create mood and atmosphere 

within a space. Designers use color to evoke emotions, create contrast, and tie together different 

elements within a room. 

 

Color is a fundamental element of interior design, and it refers to the hue, saturation, and brightness 

of an object or surface within a space. Color can be used to create mood, convey meaning, and 

evoke emotion within a space, and it is an essential tool for designers to create a cohesive and 

harmonious environment. 

There are several ways that designers use color in interior design: 

Color schemes: Designers often use color schemes to create a sense of visual harmony within a 

space. A color scheme is a combination of colors that work well together and can include 

complementary colors, analogous colors, or monochromatic colors. 

Accent colors: Accent colors are bold or contrasting colors that are used sparingly within a space to 

create visual interest and focus. For example, a designer may use an accent color on a single wall or 

on a piece of furniture to draw attention to that area. 

Color psychology: Color can also be used to create a specific mood or atmosphere within a space. 

For example, warm colors like red and orange can create a sense of energy and excitement, while 

cool colors like blue and green can create a sense of calm and relaxation. 

Designers use color to create a sense of visual interest and harmony within a space, and they can 

manipulate color through various techniques such as wall color, furniture selection, and decorative 

objects. For example, a designer may use a monochromatic color scheme to create a sense of 

elegance and sophistication within a space, or they may use contrasting colors to create a sense of 

excitement and energy. 

Ultimately, the way that color is used and manipulated in interior design can greatly impact the 

overall look and feel of a room, and it's an important element to consider when designing a space. 
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Light: Light is an essential element in interior design, and it can be used to highlight different areas 

of a room, create mood and ambiance, and enhance the overall aesthetic of a space. 

Light is an essential element in interior design, and it refers to the illumination of a space. Light can 

be used to create a sense of mood, highlight architectural features, and enhance the overall 

aesthetic of a space. There are several types of lighting that designers use in interior design: 

Natural light: Natural light is the illumination that comes from the sun, and it can be used to create a 

sense of warmth and connection to the outdoors within a space. Designers may use windows, 

skylights, or other openings to bring natural light into a space. 

Ambient lighting: Ambient lighting is the general illumination that is used to create a sense of overall 

brightness within a space. Examples of ambient lighting include overhead lighting fixtures like 

chandeliers or recessed lighting. 

Task lighting: Task lighting is used to provide focused illumination for specific tasks such as reading, 

cooking, or working. Examples of task lighting include desk lamps, pendant lights, and under-cabinet 

lighting in the kitchen. 

Accent lighting: Accent lighting is used to highlight specific architectural features, decorative objects, 

or artwork within a space. Examples of accent lighting include track lighting, picture lights, and 

uplighting. 

Designers use light to create a sense of atmosphere and to enhance the overall aesthetic of a space. 

They can manipulate light through various techniques such as fixture selection, bulb type, and 

placement. For example, a designer may use warm-colored bulbs to create a sense of cosiness within 

a space, or they may use accent lighting to draw attention to a piece of artwork or sculpture. 

Ultimately, the way that light is used and manipulated in interior design can greatly impact the 

overall look and feel of a room, and it's an important element to consider when designing a space. 
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Principles of Interior Design: 

Balance: Balance refers to the distribution of visual weight within a room. Designers use balance to 

create harmony and symmetry within a space. 

Balance is a fundamental principle of interior design that refers to the distribution of visual 

weight within a space. It is the sense that objects and elements within a room are visually 

"balanced" or evenly distributed in terms of size, color, texture, and other visual 

characteristics. A balanced space feels stable and harmonious, and it can create a sense of 

calm and relaxation for the people who use it. 

There are several types of balance that designers use in interior design: 

Symmetrical balance: Symmetrical balance is achieved when objects or elements in a space 

are mirrored or repeated on either side of a central axis. This creates a sense of order and 

stability within a space. 

 

Asymmetrical balance: Asymmetrical balance is achieved when objects or elements in a 

space are balanced based on their visual weight rather than their physical size or shape. This 

can create a sense of visual interest and dynamism within a space. 
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Radial balance: Radial balance is achieved when objects or elements in a space radiate out 

from a central point. This can create a sense of movement and energy within a space. 

 

Designers use balance to create a sense of visual harmony and stability within a space, and 

they can manipulate balance through various techniques such as furniture placement, color 

choice, and texture selection. For example, a designer may use symmetrical balance in a 

formal living room to create a sense of order and elegance, or they may use asymmetrical 

balance in a modern living room to create a sense of dynamic movement and visual interest. 

Ultimately, the way that balance is used and manipulated in interior design can greatly 

impact the overall look and feel of a room, and it's an important principle to consider when 

designing a space. 

Proportion: Proportion refers to the relationship between the size of different objects within a 

space. Designers use proportion to create balance and harmony within a room. 

Proportion is a fundamental principle of interior design that refers to the relationship between 

different elements within a space. It is the sense that objects and elements within a room are 

visually "proportional" or appropriately sized in relation to one another. A space with well-

proportioned elements feels balanced and harmonious, and it can create a sense of comfort and 

ease for the people who use it. 

There are several types of proportion that designers use in interior design: 

Golden ratio: The golden ratio is a mathematical concept that is often used in interior design to 

create a sense of balance and harmony. It is a proportion that is found in nature and is considered to 

be aesthetically pleasing. The ratio is approximately 1:1.618 and is often used to determine the ideal 

proportions of furniture, artwork, and other elements within a space. 
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Human scale: Human scale is a concept that refers to the size and proportion of objects in relation to 

the human body. In interior design, designers use human scale to create a sense of comfort and ease 

within a space. For example, furniture should be sized and proportioned in a way that is comfortable 

for people to use. 

 

Relative scale: Relative scale refers to the relationship between objects within a space. Objects that 

are similar in size and proportion should be grouped together, while objects that are vastly different 

in size and proportion should be spaced apart. 
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Proportion can be used to create a sense of balance and harmony within a space, and they can 

manipulate proportion through various techniques such as furniture selection, scale and size, and 

the use of patterns and textures. For example, you may use the golden ratio to determine the ideal 

height of a ceiling or the size of a piece of artwork, or they may use human scale to select furniture 

that is comfortable and proportionate to the people who will use it. 

 

Scale: Scale refers to the size of objects within a space in relation to the overall size of the room. 

Designers use scale to create a sense of proportion and balance within a space. 

Scale is a principle of interior design that refers to the size and proportion of objects and elements 

within a space in relation to one another and the space as a whole. It is the sense that objects and 

elements within a room are appropriately sized and proportioned to create a cohesive and 

harmonious whole. Scale is important in creating a sense of balance and visual interest within a 

space. 

 

There are several types of scale that designers use in interior design: 
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Proportionate scale: This refers to the relationship between different objects or elements in a space, 

and their proportional relationship to the space as a whole. You will use proportionate scale to 

ensure that objects and elements are appropriately sized and placed in relation to one another to 

create visual balance. 

 

 

Body scale: This refers to the relationship between objects or elements in a space and the our body. 

You can use scale to ensure that furniture and other objects are appropriately sized and comfortable 

for people to use and interact with. 
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Visual scale: This refers to the visual weight or impact of an object or element within a space. 

Remember use visual scale to create a focal point or sense of drama within a space. 

 

 

Designers use scale to create a sense of visual harmony and balance within a space, and they can 

manipulate scale through various techniques such as furniture selection, placement, and the use of 

lighting, color, and texture. For example, a designer may use proportionate scale to ensure that the 

height of a table or the width of a bookshelf is appropriate for the size of the room, or they may use 

visual scale to create a focal point by placing a large piece of artwork or a unique piece of furniture 

in a prominent location within the space. 

Ultimately, the way that scale is used and manipulated in interior design can greatly impact the 

overall look and feel of a room, and it's an important principle to consider when designing a space. 
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Harmony: Harmony refers to the overall unity and cohesiveness of a room. Designers use harmony 

to create a sense of order and balance within a space. 

 

Harmony in interior design refers to the use of elements that work together to create a cohesive and 

pleasing aesthetic in a space. It involves the intentional arrangement of various design elements, 

such as color, texture, pattern, shape, and proportion, to create a sense of balance and unity in a 

room. 

Harmony can be achieved through various techniques such as using a consistent color palette 

throughout the space, selecting furniture and decor that complement each other, balancing 

different textures and patterns, and creating visual symmetry through the arrangement of furniture 

and decor. 
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The ultimate goal of creating harmony in interior design is to make the space feel comfortable, 

inviting, and visually appealing to those who use it. 

 

Contrast: Contrast refers to the use of opposing elements within a room to create visual interest and 

excitement. Designers use contrast to add depth and variety to a space. 

 

Contrast in interior design is a principle that refers to the use of opposing elements to create visual 

interest and excitement in a space. Contrast involves the use of different colors, textures, patterns, 

shapes, and materials to create a dynamic and visually stimulating environment. 

For example, a room with light-colored walls and dark furniture creates a striking contrast between 

the two elements. Similarly, a room with a mix of patterns, such as stripes and polka dots, creates 

contrast through the juxtaposition of different designs. Also using contrasting shapes and sizes, such 

as mixing small and large decorative items, can create a visually stimulating composition.Contrast 

can be used to highlight a particular element or feature in a room, such as an accent wall or a piece 

of artwork. It can also be used to create a focal point or to emphasize the architecture of a space. 
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When using contrast in interior design, it is important to balance the opposing elements so that they 

complement each other and do not clash. This can be achieved by using a limited color palette or by 

selecting contrasting elements that share a similar shape or style. The use of contrast in interior 

design helps to create a dynamic and visually engaging space, while also helping to define different 

areas and elements within the room. When used effectively, contrast can add energy, drama, and 

excitement to a space, while also creating a sense of balance and harmony between different design 

elements. 

Which one’s are the Key interior design elements? 

There are several key interior design elements that can help create a cohesive and visually pleasing 

space: 

Color: Color is one of the most important elements in interior design. It can set the mood and tone 

of a room, create depth and contrast, and add visual interest. 

In interior design, color is used to create a sense of continuity and flow throughout a space. It can 

also be used to create contrast, draw attention to certain areas, and highlight specific design 

elements. Color can be applied to walls, furniture, accessories, fabrics, cabinets and other decorative 

elements to create a cohesive and visually pleasing composition. 

 

The choice of color in interior design is subjective and can vary based on personal preference, 

cultural influences, and the intended purpose of the space. For example, warm colors like red, 

yellow, and orange can create a cozy and inviting atmosphere in a living room or dining room, while 

cool colors like blue and green can create a calming and relaxing atmosphere in a bedroom or 

bathroom. 

Color can also be used to create a sense of balance and harmony in a space. The use of 

complementary colors, such as blue and orange or yellow and purple, can create a dynamic and 
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visually pleasing contrast, while the use of analogous colors, such as blue and green or red and 

orange, can create a harmonious and cohesive color scheme. 

 

Using color successfully in interior design involves a thoughtful and intentional approach to selecting 

and applying colors in a space.  

Here are some tips to help you use color successfully in your interior design: 

Choose a color scheme: Begin by selecting a color scheme for the space. This could be based on your 

personal preference or the mood you want to create in the room. Consider the relationship between 

colors, such as complementary, analogous, or monochromatic color schemes, to ensure they work 

well together. 

Use color to create focal points: Use bold colors to draw attention to a specific area or design 

element in the room. For example, you could paint an accent wall in a bright color or use a bold-

colored rug or piece of artwork as the centerpiece of the room. 
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Consider the room's purpose: Consider the function of the space when choosing colors. For example, 

calming and cool colors like blue and green may work well in a bedroom, while vibrant and 

energizing colors like red and yellow may be more suitable for a living room or kitchen. 

 

Use color to highlight architectural features: Use color to highlight the architectural features of the 

space, such as molding, trims, or windows. Painting these elements in a contrasting color can add 

depth and interest to the room. 

Play with light and dark tones: Experiment with light and dark tones of the same color to create 

depth and contrast in the space. Using different shades of the same color can help create a cohesive 

and harmonious color scheme. 
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Use neutral colors as a base: Use neutral colors like beige, gray, or white as a base and then add 

pops of color through accessories like throw pillows, curtains, or artwork. This allows for flexibility to 

change the color scheme in the future without having to make major changes to the space. 
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Lighting: Proper lighting is essential for both functionality and ambiance. Different types of lighting, 

such as ambient, task, and accent lighting, can be used to highlight different areas of a room and 

create different moods. 

Lighting is a crucial element of interior design that can greatly impact the look, feel, and functionality 

of a space. It is used to create ambiance, highlight design features, and provide adequate 

illumination for daily activities. 

There are three main types of lighting used in interior design: ambient lighting, task lighting, and 

accent lighting. Ambient lighting provides overall illumination to a space and is usually provided by 

overhead fixtures such as ceiling lights, chandeliers, or pendant lights. Task lighting is used to 

provide focused illumination for specific activities, such as reading or cooking, and is often provided 

by lamps, under-cabinet lights, or track lighting. Accent lighting is used to highlight specific design 

elements, such as artwork or architectural features, and can be provided by spotlights, wall sconces, 

or strip lighting. 

The choice of lighting fixtures and their placement can greatly impact the mood and functionality of 

a space. For example, in a living room, a combination of ambient and accent lighting can create a 

warm and inviting atmosphere, while task lighting in the form of table lamps or floor lamps can 

provide focused illumination for reading or other activities. In a kitchen, a combination of ambient 

and task lighting can provide adequate illumination for cooking and food prep, while under-cabinet 

lighting can provide additional task lighting and highlight the design of the cabinets. 

In addition to functionality, lighting can also be used as a decorative element in interior design. The 

use of unique and stylish lighting fixtures, such as chandeliers or pendant lights, can add a decorative 

touch to a space and become a focal point in the room. 

 

 

Using lighting successfully in interior design involves a thoughtful and strategic approach to selecting 

and positioning lighting fixtures in a space.  
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Here are some tips to help you use lighting successfully in your interior design: 

Consider the room's purpose: Consider the function of the space when selecting lighting fixtures. For 

example, a living room may benefit from a combination of ambient lighting and task lighting, while a 

bedroom may require softer, dimmer lighting. 

 

Layer the lighting: Use a combination of ambient, task, and accent lighting to create a layered 

lighting effect in the space. This adds depth and interest to the room and allows for flexibility in the 

lighting depending on the activity or mood. 

 

Use dimmer switches: Install dimmer switches on overhead lighting fixtures to adjust the lighting 

level and create a more intimate atmosphere when desired. 
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Highlight design features: Use accent lighting to highlight design features in the room, such as 

artwork or architectural elements. This adds visual interest and draws attention to specific areas of 

the room. 

 

Consider the scale of the lighting fixtures: Choose lighting fixtures that are appropriate in scale to the 

size of the room. A small pendant light may look out of place in a large living room, while a large 

chandelier may overpower a small dining room. 

 

Pay attention to the color temperature: Pay attention to the color temperature of the lighting, which 

refers to the color of the light emitted by the bulb. Cooler temperatures (blues and whites) create a 

more energetic and alert atmosphere, while warmer temperatures (yellows and oranges) create a 

more relaxing and cozy atmosphere. 
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Space and furniture planning: The way that furniture is arranged in a room can greatly impact the 

flow and functionality of the space. It's important to consider the size and scale of furniture pieces in 

relation to the room, as well as their placement. 

Using space and furniture planning successfully in interior design involves a thoughtful and strategic 

approach to arranging furniture and utilizing space in a way that maximizes functionality and enhances 

the overall design of the room.  

Here are some tips and tricks to use furniture planning successfully in your interior design: 

Assess the room: Begin by assessing the size and shape of the room, as well as any architectural features 

or existing furniture that will remain in the space. This will help you determine the best layout for the 

room. 

Define the focal point: Identify the focal point of the room, such as a fireplace, large window, or piece of 

artwork. Arrange the furniture around the focal point to create a sense of balance and harmony in the 

space. 

Create zones: Create different zones within the space, such as a seating area, dining area, or workspace. 

This can be done through the placement of furniture and the use of area rugs or room dividers. 

Consider traffic flow: Consider the flow of traffic in the room and arrange furniture in a way that allows 

for easy movement throughout the space. Avoid placing furniture in high-traffic areas or creating 

obstacles that could impede movement. 

Scale furniture appropriately: Choose furniture that is appropriate in scale to the size of the room. 

Oversized furniture can make a small room feel cramped, while small furniture in a large room can feel 

lost and insignificant. 

Utilize storage effectively: Incorporate storage solutions into the design of the room to maximize space 

and reduce clutter. This can include built-in shelving, storage ottomans, or wall-mounted cabinets. 

Experiment with layout: Don't be afraid to experiment with different furniture arrangements to find the 

best layout for the room. This can involve moving furniture around or trying out different configurations 

on paper or with a virtual room planner. 
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Texture: Texture adds depth and interest to a space. It can be introduced through textiles, such as 

pillows and rugs, or through architectural elements like exposed brick or wood.  

 

Using texture successfully in interior design involves adding depth, interest, and tactile appeal to a 

space. Here are some tips to help you use texture successfully in your interior design: 

Mix textures: Combine different textures in a space to create a layered effect. This can include rough 

and smooth textures, matte and glossy finishes, and natural and man-made materials. 

Consider the mood: Select textures that reflect the desired mood of the room. For example, soft and 

plush textures can create a cozy and inviting atmosphere, while rough and rustic textures can create 

a more earthy and natural feel. 

Use texture in unexpected ways: Experiment with using texture in unexpected ways, such as adding 

a textured wall covering or incorporating a woven rug or tapestry. 

Pay attention to color: Consider the color of the texture as well as the texture itself. Choosing 

textures in complementary colors can enhance the overall design of the room. 

Layer textiles: Layer textiles such as throw pillows, blankets, and curtains to add depth and interest 

to a space. Mix and match different textures to create a cohesive look. 

Use lighting to enhance texture: Highlight textures with lighting by installing fixtures that cast 

shadows or add a warm glow to textured surfaces. 
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Don't overdo it: Be careful not to overdo it with texture. Too many textures can make a space feel 

cluttered and overwhelming. Instead, focus on incorporating a few key textures that enhance the 

overall design of the room. 

Pattern: Patterns can add visual interest and create a sense of movement in a space. They can be 

introduced through textiles, wallpaper, or even tile. 

sing patterns successfully in interior design involves considering several factors such as the style of 

the space, the purpose of the room, the color scheme, and the scale of the patterns. Here are some 

tips for using patterns in interior design: 

Choose a style: Decide on a particular style for the space you are designing, such as traditional, 

modern, bohemian, or minimalist. Different styles have different patterns that work well with them. 

Use patterns to add interest: Use patterns to add interest to a space, but be careful not to go 

overboard. Consider using patterns on accent pieces such as pillows, throws, or curtains, rather than 

on larger pieces of furniture. 

Mix and match: Mixing patterns can add visual interest, but it can also be overwhelming if not done 

carefully. Choose patterns that share a common color or theme to create a cohesive look. 

Consider the scale: The scale of the pattern can impact the look of a room. Small patterns can make 

a room feel busier, while larger patterns can make a space feel more open and airy. 

Use patterns to create a focal point: A bold pattern can be used to create a focal point in a room. 

Consider using a patterned wallpaper, a bold area rug, or a statement piece of furniture. 

Consider the purpose of the room: The purpose of the room can influence the type of pattern used. 

For example, a relaxing bedroom may benefit from a calming, subtle pattern, while a vibrant pattern 

may work well in a lively family room. 

Overall, successfully using patterns in interior design involves balancing different elements to create 

a harmonious and visually appealing space. 
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Proportion and scale: Proportion and scale refer to the relationship between the size of different 

elements in a room. It's important to ensure that the proportion and scale of furniture, lighting, and 

other elements are in balance with each other and the space. 

 

Proportion and scale are important elements of interior design that can greatly impact the look and 

feel of a space. Here are some tips for using proportion and scale successfully in interior design: 

Consider the size of the room: The size of the room should influence the proportion and scale of the 

furnishings and decor. A larger room may require larger furniture and decor to fill the space, while a 

smaller room may benefit from smaller-scale pieces to avoid overwhelming the space. 

Think about the function of the space: The function of the space should also be considered when 

choosing the proportion and scale of furnishings and decor. For example, a dining room table should 

be proportionate to the size of the room and the number of people it needs to seat. 

Use proportion to create balance: Proportion can be used to create balance in a room. For example, 

a large sofa can be balanced with two smaller chairs to create a harmonious seating area. 

Use scale to create visual interest: Scale can be used to create visual interest in a room. For example, 

a large piece of artwork can be used as a focal point to draw the eye and create a sense of drama. 

Mix and match scales: Mixing and matching scales can add depth and interest to a room. For 

example, a large-scale patterned rug can be paired with smaller-scale patterned pillows or curtains. 

Consider the ceiling height: The ceiling height should also be considered when choosing the 

proportion and scale of furnishings and decor. A high ceiling may benefit from taller pieces of 

furniture or artwork to create a sense of grandeur. 

Overall, successfully using proportion and scale in interior design involves finding a balance between 

the size of the room, the function of the space, and the desired visual impact. By considering these 

factors, you can create a harmonious and visually appealing space. 
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Accessories: Accessories, such as artwork, decorative objects, and plants, can add personality and 

style to a room. They should be thoughtfully curated and placed to enhance the overall design. 

 

Accessories are an essential element of interior design as they add personality, character, and 

interest to a space. Here are some tips for using accessories successfully in interior design: 

Choose a theme: Accessories can be used to reinforce a particular theme or style. For example, 

beachy decor may include seashells, driftwood, and coastal-themed artwork. 

Consider color: Accessories can be used to add pops of color to a space. Choose colors that 

complement the existing color scheme of the room. 

Mix and match textures: Accessories can also be used to add texture to a space. Mix and match 

textures such as rough wood, smooth glass, and soft fabrics to create depth and interest. 

Use groupings: Accessories can be grouped together to create a cohesive look. For example, a 

collection of vases or candles can be arranged together on a tray or tabletop. 

Vary heights and shapes: Vary the heights and shapes of accessories to add visual interest. For 

example, a tall lamp can be paired with a shorter vase or sculpture. 

Avoid clutter: Be careful not to clutter a space with too many accessories. Choose a few key pieces 

that make a statement rather than many small items that can overwhelm a space. 

Consider function: Accessories should not only be aesthetically pleasing but also functional. For 

example, a decorative bowl can be used to hold keys or mail. 

 

Overall, successfully using accessories in interior design involves finding a balance between 

aesthetics and functionality. By considering themes, colors, textures, groupings, heights and shapes, 

and avoiding clutter, you can add interest and personality to a space with accessories. 
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Assignment one: 

Assignment Title: Interior Design - Exploring Mood and Atmosphere through Interior Spaces 

Assignment Overview: 

In this assignment, you will be exploring the relationship between interior spaces and the moods or 

feelings they evoke. You will select three interior spaces that each convey a different mood or 

feeling and analyse how specific design elements contribute to creating these moods. 

Assignment Objectives: 

To develop an understanding of the role of interior design in creating different moods or 

atmospheres within a space. 

To practice the analysis of interior spaces and the identification of design elements that contribute 

to specific moods or feelings. 

To develop the ability to communicate design ideas and concepts through written analysis. 

Instructions: 

Select three interior spaces that each convey a different mood or feeling. The spaces should be 

public or commercial spaces that are accessible to the public. Examples could include a coffee shop, 

a restaurant, a retail store, a hotel lobby, or a museum. 

Take photographs of each interior space and compile them into a presentation or a document. 

Analyse each space and identify the design elements that contribute to the mood or feeling that the 

space conveys. Some examples of design elements could include lighting, color, texture, furniture, 

layout, and materials. 

Write a brief analysis of each space that describes the mood or feeling it conveys and how specific 

design elements contribute to that mood or feeling. Your analysis should be clear, concise, and well-

organized, with supporting evidence from the photographs you took. 

Conclude your analysis by reflecting on what you have learned from this exercise. What insights 

have you gained about the role of interior design in creating different moods and atmospheres 

within a space? How might this knowledge inform your future design projects? 
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Submission Requirements: 

Your submission should include the following: 

Photographs of the three interior spaces you have selected. 

A written analysis of each space, including a description of the mood or feeling it conveys and how 

specific design elements contribute to that mood or feeling. 

A reflection on what you have learned from this exercise. 

Your submission should be typed and formatted as a document or presentation and should be 

submitted electronically. 

Grading Criteria: 

Your assignment will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 

The selection of appropriate interior spaces that convey different moods or feelings. 

The quality and relevance of your analysis of each space, including the identification of design 

elements that contribute to the mood or feeling. 

The clarity, organization, and coherence of your writing. 

The quality of the photographs you have taken and their relevance to your analysis. 

The depth of your reflection on what you have learned from this exercise. 

WELL DONE AND GOOD LUCK! 


